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Training Camp Practice #23 (Afternoon)
Wednesday, August 7, 2013
(Transcribed by Omar Majzoub and Hank Nathan)

Head Coach Gary Kubiak
Senior Vice President, Ticketing and Event Management John Schriever

Head Coach Gary Kubiak
(on the percentage of how much the starters will play compared to the second unit) “Yeah, our one’s will play probably 10 to 12 plays, the guys that are going to play in the game and then our two’s will play the second and third quarter for the most part. Our three’s will play the fourth quarter, but we’ve got a pretty good group of guys who won’t play. I don’t have that in front of me right now with these guys. Any of these guys that have missed some quality time or have some things going on will definitely not play.”

(on if RB Ben Tate is still in the mix to play) “Yeah, the plan is for him to work with us 10 to 12 plays with the first group.”

(on if ILB Tim Dobbins and CB Brandon Harris won’t play) “Yeah, Dobbins and Harris look like a no go right now.”

(on if there is a silver lining with several veterans not playing and getting a longer look at young players) “Well, I’ll say this, for a first preseason game, it’s probably the least amount of guys we’ve had ready to go. We’ve got a lot of guys nicked up and out. That bothers me a little bit, but, at the same time, we’ll definitely get a good evaluation of these young players because they will play such a great deal in this game.”

(on what he has found with this group of players and the ability to load up on special teams) “I just think our team is going to be built, after the core of our team, we’re going to be very young. From a backup standpoint, from a depth standpoint, this football team’s going to be extremely young. We’ve got to go find some guys that can help us. When you look at outside linebacker right now, inside linebacker, those things, we’ve got to find some guys, the running back, that can help this football team very quickly. It’s really really important. It’s a big game. It’s probably the biggest game these young guys play because it’s the one they play the most.”

(on going to great lengths to protect players in training camp and if the injuries have been bad luck) “I just listen to the trainer. If he says they can go, they can go. If they can’t, they can’t go. I think we came into this camp with a lot of guys that were on our program. So we started, even though you’ve got 90, we probably started with 84 or 85 to begin with and then we’ve had some issues along the way. When you’re sitting here waiting on Cush (ILB Brian Cushing), you’re sitting here waiting on some of these guys to come along the right way and (RB) Arian (Foster), and some of the things going on. Obviously, we’ve got a program for (WR) Andre (Johnson) and what we’re doing. It gets you down in numbers pretty quick, but it’s an opportunity. It’s an opportunity for those young guys.”

(on if he will play WR Andre Johnson at all on Friday) “I don’t think so. No, I don’t think so.”

(on if he probably won’t play guys on Friday who don’t practice on turf) “For the most part, guys who had no turf work during camp, they will not play.”

(on if he expects to have RB Arian Foster back at practice next week) “Yeah I do, but you know what, I thought I was going to have him back last week. I know he has worked hard the last two days. He will stay back from the team and be part of a rehab process, a big group of guys. Hopefully, we make a lot of ground with him while we’re gone for a couple of days.”

(on the amount of injuries being a league-wide thing and if the fewer padded practices make players more susceptible to injuries) “I don’t know. I don’t know what the answer is. To get ready and play, you have to go out there and hit. That’s the way the game is played. At the same time, you’re sitting there every day trying to coach your guys to practice a certain way that you don’t get people hopefully injured. That’s usually staying off the ground. We’ve been lucky so far this year, but you’re right, it seems like every year, there’s more and more or sometimes you see big-name guys getting hurt early in camp. Hopefully, this is our year to stay healthy.”

(on a lot of players around the NFL suffering from torn ACLs or serious injuries and this team being lucky not to have any of those so far) “We’ve had our share of nicks. The good thing we’ve got going right now, we’ve got a bunch of guys, we should walk back on the field next week with 10 or 12 guys coming back for Miami, so we can get close to full-string pretty quick. I guess if it’s going to happen and you’re going to play a lot of young guys, this is probably the game to do it.”

(on his goals in the preseason and how important winning is) “I think it’s important. I think it’s a habit just like anything else. We’re going to play a lot of guys, but obviously we’re going there to win a game. You want to have enough stuff on players where you can evaluate them. One thing you do in this league when you’re out chasing free agents and stuff, you promise these kids you’re going to give them a chance and, to bring them in here and have them stand around for a few weeks and never really get an opportunity, you don’t feel good about that as a coach. Well, I feel good. These guys are all fixing to play. They’ve had plenty of reps and they know it. I think, from a program standpoint, you feel good about giving them an opportunity.”

(on OLB Sam Montgomery catching up) “Yeah, he’s worked the last couple days. It’s been scout team stuff. We’re going to leave him back also and let him rehab. Hopefully, next week, Sam gets in the lineup right there in Reliant (Stadium) and finds out what it’s all about. But he’s got ground to make up, along with the some of the other ones, but he’s on his way to doing that now.”

(on the young players making an impact on special teams) “Well, that is usually the heart and soul of your special teams comes from your backup core of your football team. Like I said, we’re going to be extremely young from that standpoint, so they’ll get a chance to do it throughout the course of the preseason. I think the biggest thing we got going on right now is we got some really young players getting quality reps too from a standpoint of defensively. You look at (OLB) Willie Jefferson, you look at (S) D.J. (Swearinger), so some guys are going to be expected to contribute even more so.”

(on what the issue with special teams was last season) “Well, I think we got affected at linebacker because when we lost Cush (ILB Brian Cushing) and (ILB Tim) Dobbins started playing as a starter. Dobbins is our captain of special teams and really didn’t play special teams the last half of the season. I think some of the things like that affect us, but there’s always a ripple down effect so to speak and how deep you are with those young players or how quick you can get them to help you has a lot to do with your success.”

(on OLB Justin Tuggle and if he can tell that he hasn’t played the linebacker position for that long) “You know, it’s been an adjustment for him, but he’s fixing to line up and start so he’s fixing to play a lot of football. We like him. He comes from a background that says he’s going to be able to do this. His dad was a great player and he’s really adapted to what we’re doing. Let’s see how he does, but he’s a smart young man, he’s got the physical tools and let’s see how far he comes.”

(on if OLB Justin Tuggle will start Friday) “Yeah, he’s going to play a ton of reps, yes.”

(on the importance of OLB Brooks Reed given all of the injuries at linebacker) “It’s important to have Brooks back. I’m glad he’s going to be able to get his reps in this week because he missed a little bit of time.”

(on his expectations for OLB Brooks Reeds this season) “They’re big. I know the sack totals were down last year and, I said this before, I think when (ILB) Brian (Cushing) is involved inside that’s going to help Brooks and it’s going to help (OLB) Whitney (Mercilus). But we think Brooks played well last year. We just asked a lot of him and hopefully we settle down this year and stay healthy with Brian and those things pick up.”

(on OLB Whitney Mercilus’ health) “We talked about Whitney a while ago, I think the conversation went something like ‘possibly middle of next week.’ But when you’re coming off a hamstring like that, you’re not going to jump out there next Thursday and play on Saturday neither, so I think we’ll take it day to day.”

Senior Vice President, Ticketing and Event Management John Schriever 
(opening statement) “The bag policy that is being implemented throughout the NFL, fans going forward, if you bring a bag, it has to be a clear bag. It cannot be bigger than 12-by-eight inches and, if you bring a small clutch, it’ll be six-and-a-half by four-and-a-half inches. This is just an additional security measure that we’re implementing this year.”

(on what happens if somebody brings a bigger bag) “At the game, we’ll give out one-gallon zip lock bags that they can put their stuff in.”

(on the reason behind the new bag policy) “The NFL’s been looking at this for a while. After Boston, they looked at another security measure to make game day safe.”

(on how much the clutch bag does not have to be clear) “The clutch bag does not have to be clear, but it will be searched when they come in.”

(on how much security they are going to have to have to make it a timely manner to get into the stadium) “Actually, we think that people will adhere to this policy pretty quickly. We’ve done it here at training camp and have had very few issues. We are adding probably 80 to 100 staff each day.”

(on if security is going to be out even farther beyond the gates) “As people come in and, as they park their cars, they will be handed a policy along with a zip lock bag if they have to put their stuff in there then they can use that.”

(on if the addition of 80 to 100 security staff is considered a good amount) “On game day, for security, we have about 1,200 people. Obviously, it’s a big hire.”

(on what to do with people who have babies) “We’re actually sending to all season-ticket holders one of these bags, the 12-by-12-by-six bag, so hopefully they can use that for their diaper bags on game day.”

(on if the bags are big enough to fit all of the bottles for babies and other stuff) “It’s a decent sized bag. You can fit quite a bit in it.”

(on mentioning Boston and if he meant the Boston Marathon incident) “The NFL was looking at that prior to that. After that incident, they just thought we needed to take another step regarding security.”

(on if people can come with more than one bag) “It’s one per person. If you have four people, you can have four bags.” 
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